
To pay or not to pay? 



Private companies looking after parking lots at hospitals, commercial properties and apartment buildings have different rules that govern what happens when someone fails to pay these 
tickets. Some residents have found they can get away without paying the tickets because it’s too costly to take them to small claims court. See story on page 2. 
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UPFRONT 


□ COLUMN: Tony’s Desk 


Parking tickets from a 
private company are different 



money. private tickets in court, it ally upset, but they end up While a private company 

I had no idea about this turns out they don’t take paying it because it’s usu- is not likely to take some- 
issue until Loretta Morris- people to court. ally not very much and it one to court because of the 






D on't take any legal 
advice from me, 
but if you happen to get 
a parking ticket at one of 
the local hospitals or at an 
apartment complex in your 
city, don’t be in such a rush 
to pay it until you know all 


are slightly dif- 
>r challenging 


your judge, your jury and their witnesses ready to 
lr executioner? testify, including the per- 

Vhat happened to our son who actually wrote that 
iic democratic right of ticket, 
ng innocent until proven I was almost tempted to 
lty? get a parking ticket at the 

L parking ticket is nothing hospital and rip it up just to 
re than an allegation that prove that nothing happens 
nade by one side, against once you get one of these. 







ii 

Irvine Teny Miko 

jPI Wheelchair I 
■S3 Accessible I 

















■ PAGE3 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 15,2015 ■ PELHAM NEWS 

LOCAL 


■ HEALTH CARE: Committee wants to send strong message to Queen’s Park 

Petition launched to save Welland hospital 
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COMMENT 


SUN MEDIA 

A Quebecor Media Company 


Electing the chair to become more 
accountable, open and democratic 

DAVEAUGUSTYN regional councillors. All other Ontario Regional govern- Council [Brampton, Mississauga, and 

For Pelham News Our current process of appointing a ments have already either adopted a more Caledon) directed staff to report in 2015 on 



Shipwrecks - Echo 
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■ HEALTH 


Niagara under attack from flu 


BOB TYMCZYSZYN 

QMI Agency Niagara 

If you've got a headache, chills and 
cough, you might be seeing the first 


als admit there is a mismatch 
with the flu vaccine this year, 
they still suggest people get 
the vaccine. 


ness, headache and chills — 
"these are all good signs that 
this is not a regular cold," said 
Sharron. 


Experience the Warmth, 
Comfort and Good Health 
of Aromatherapy 


way through the province and Niagara is 

The flu will likely hit its peak in the 
next week or two, said Jennifer Sharron, 
manager for the infectious diseases pro¬ 
gram with Niagara Public Health. 

“When we look at our surveillance 
reports, we can see that In the Golden 
Horseshoe is right in the midst of wide¬ 
spread influenza,” she said. "In Niagara, 
we're almost there. 

"The numbers that are being reported 
show that it is just at the cusp of being at its 
peak. We are very close to it. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the next report in the nextweek 
or two says thatwe are at our peak.” 

According to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, influenza, or the flu, 
infects millions of Canadians every year. 
The highly contagious infectious respi¬ 
ratory disease begins in the nose and 
throat, and can spread rapidly from per¬ 
son to person. 

Influenza cases result in approxi¬ 
mately 12,200 hospitalizations and on 
average, 3,500 deaths in Canada each 

This year, the H3N2 influenza has 
been the most common strain circu¬ 
lating in North America. People 65 and 
older are usually the most affected by 
the H3 flu type. 


HOW TO AVOID 
THE FLU 

Clean hands frequently. 

Cough and sneeze into your arm, not 
your hand. If you use a tissue, dispose of it 
as soon as possible and wash your hands. 

If you get sick, stay home. 

Keep your hands away from your face. 

Keep common surface areas like 
doorknobs, light switches, telephones and 
keyboards clean and disinfected. 

Eat healthy foods and stay physically 
active to keep your immune system 
strong. 

- Niagara Public Health 


provide some cross protection 

said Sharron. "And it can pre¬ 
vent the symptoms from being 

other strains, and who's to say 
next month that we may see 

know there's a match for that. 

"Hospitals are seeing the 
patient demand pressures 
in their emergency depart¬ 
ments, with patients show¬ 
ing influenza-like symptoms,” 
said Sharron. 

Signs to look for are the sud- 
den onset of illness and fever, 


“If you’re sick with flu 
symptoms, you should just 
stay home and avoid contact 
with other people, except to 
get medical care.” 

For certain people who are 
at high risk with flu-related 
complications, it's better to 
contact their family doctor 
and get directions from them, 
she added. 

She said residents should 
feel free to call the Niagara 
public health department 
with questions or queries 
about vaccinations. It can be 
reached at 905-688-8248 ext. 
7425. 



The guidelines are... 


you cannot be a sitting politician, 
and must live or work in Pelham. 
The Citizen of theYear should 
exemplify volunteerism, S 
and positive community activisim. 
Submissions must be in writing, 
and post marked on later than 
Sunday, January 25,2015. 



T here is absolutely 
nothing better 
than relaxing in a 
warm and comforting 

Aromatherapy has 
been used for centuries 
as a calm and gentle 
healing practice. The 



NOW Essential Oil 
Diffuser is a fantastic way to 
create a comfortable and healing 
environment in your both your 
home and office. 


Diffusing is a simple and effective 
way to use essential oils. With 
the NOW Essential Oil Diffuser, 
oils are dispersed in a micro- 
fine vapour, allowing them to 
remain suspended in the air 
for extended periods of time. 
The diffuser disperses the oils 
without heating them so they 
retain their therapeutic benefits. 
When inhaled, the oils are easily 
absorbed. Depending on the oil 
used, diffusing can cleanse the 
air, promote relaxation, support 
respiration and enhance your 
overall well being. 


The NOW Essential 
Oil Diffuser is ideal 
for good health. This 
attractive diffuser is 
BPA-free and utilizes 
high-frequency 
ultrasonic vibrations 
to create an ultra¬ 
tine aromatherapy 
mist. This diffusion 
method does not use heat, 
which maintains the essential oil 
integrity and holistic properties. 
The Essential Oil Diffuser is a 
healthy alternative to synthetic 
room fresheners and scented 
candles. It is... 


• Extremely Quiet 

• Easy to Clean 

•Just Add Water & Essential Oils 

• Cool Stream 

• No Heat required 

• Runs Up To 8 Hours 

• Automatic Shut Off 

• BPA-Free 


To find out more about the healthy 
benefits of the Essential Oil Diffuser, 
visit us at Rosemary ’s Natural Choices 

Each... $ 45.99 

Ends February 4 th 




Ro.Sej«c<-/'5 

NpTviCol 

Choices 


95 Lincoln Street 
in St. Charles Plaza 
Phone (905) 714-0586 
www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 



You may rely upon the skills and 
experience of our Family Law Team 

Divorce, Separation, Child Custody, Mediation, Pre-Nuptials 

Niagara’s Lawyers Since 1882 

Lancaster Brooks 81 Welch 

Lawyers since 1882 

80 King St Suite. 800, St Catharines, ON 
905-641-1551 www.lbwlawyers.com 
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■ POLICE: ‘Put the handheld devices down' 


Distracted drivers targeted in Welland, Pelham 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMJ Agency Niagara 
It could result in a $280 fine. 
Or in something much worse. 
To avoid the potentially dire 
consequences of distracted driv¬ 
ing, police are reminding resi¬ 
dents to resist the urge to pick up 
a phone while behind the wheel. 


Though enforcement is 
in effect all year round, Nia¬ 
gara Regional Police officers in 
Welland and Pelham will be pay¬ 
ing close attention to distracted 
drivers over the next month. 

With winter weather expected 
to bring heavy snowfall and cre¬ 
ate icy roadways in the coming 


weeks, there’s no better time to 
say “put the handheld devices 
down and pay attention," NRP 
Insp. Jim McCaffery said. 

January is also a key time to 
educate drivers, he said, because 
many people are starting 2015 
with new technology found 
under the Christmas tree. 



“We just want to remind people of the 
legislation and remind them that tech¬ 
nology is there for them to enjoy — just 
not when driving.” 

“There’s nothing that urgent that it 
can’t wait,” McCaffery said. 

“Pull over and only answer when you 
can do so in a safe manner.” 

Officers in Welland and Pelham will 
be taking on a different initiative each 
month throughout the year, concentrat¬ 
ing on a variety of local issues that need 
to be addressed. 

Many of the suggested focuses come 
directly from observations of frontline 
officers, McCaffery said. 

Distracted driving was chosen as the 


first issue to tackle, he said, because it was 
deemed prevalent by those out on patrol. 

Each platoon is working to create 
an action plan to roll out the initiative, 
which will hit the streets “as soon as pos¬ 
sible," he said. 



to issue a warning or $280 fine to offend- 



get, any distracted driving practices that 


maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 


TOTAL OFFENCES IN 2014 ISSUED BY NIAGARA 
REGIONAL POLICE FOR DRIVING WITH A 
HAND-HELD COMMUNICATION DEVICE 


Pelham: 14 


Those numbers do not include tickets 


issued for drivers watching TV, using a 
GPS, tablet or other devices, which result 
in a different charge. 




10 for $10 

10 GREAT MEALS FOR JUST $10 EACH! 


Starts January 5th and Runs until February 8th, 2015 @ Your local BP! 


jp BostonPizza 
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1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

www.lasikproyision.com 


©Pelham 

NIAGARA 



A.Q6CABIN 


155 Hwy 20 West Fonthill 905-892-3997 
www.thelogcabin.ca 


pelham.ca | i : 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | K 905-892-2607 | a 905-892-5055 


Recreation Programs & Classes 

Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena: 

Tuesday, January 20 9:30 am-10:30 am Wednesday, Jan 21 7:30 pm-8:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 20 7:00 pm-8:00 pm Thursday, Jan 22 10:00 am-11:00 am 


Walking Club - Everyone is welcome! - January 20 & 22 

Interested in joining a Walking Club? Then join ours! Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 9-10 am and Thursdays at Fonthill Bandshell from 9-10:30 am. For more 
information, please contact (905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 


ueiid riuyictmu 

Public Skating 

Adult Public 
Skating 

Adult/Preschool 

Men’s Shinny 

Women’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Learn to 
Play Hockey 

^""’’UHockey 

Skills Hour 

Pelham Panthers 
Home Games 

Friday Jan 16 

4:00 - 5:00 pm 

Tuesday Jan 20 

7:30-8:30 pm 
Friday Jan 23 

4:00-5:00 pm 

Thursday Jan 22 

1:00-2:00 pm 

Friday Jan 16 

10:00-11:00 am 
Tuesday Jan 20 
1:00-2:00 pm 
Friday Jan 23 
10:00-11:00 am 

Friday Jan 16 

9:00-10:00 am 

Tuesday Jan 20 

8:30 - 9:30 am 

Friday Jan 23 

9:00-10:00 am 

Monday Jan 19 
9:30-10:45 am 
Thursday Jan 22 

10:30-11:45 am 

Thursday Jan 22 

9:30 -10:30 am 

Monday Jan 19 

Thursday Jan 22 

2:00-3:00 pm 

Friday Jan 16 

Thorold 

Friday Jan 23 

Caledonia 


(JJJjpHockey Skills Hour - Come out to practice your hockey skills and learn from a Pelham Panthers Jr. B. Trainer. Ages 10 and up welcome. Shinny rates apply. 


Downtown Fenwick “Open for Business” A major part of the Downtown Fenwick Revitalization construction work is now complete, 
and all local merchants, shops and businesses are ready to welcome you! So next time you are in the area, why not stop in and say 
hello? Help spread the word and tell you family and friends to do the same. 



Summer Student Jobs 


Ballroom Dance Lessons 

Learrmie Waltz^TEast Coast Swing Shall we dance? 


At newly renovated Old Pelham Town Hall in Ridgeville (491 Canboro Road) 
dult couples or singles - all ages - no^Jahce experience or partner required. 
^•''§80. 00 per pgwf6n/1 0 week session. 

Pleasejet os know if yqu^Toe interested in signing up for lessons by 


| THANK YOU: The Pelham Communities in Bloom Committee 
■ would like to thank Lazy Loon Restaurant, My Place Bar & Grill, 

1 The Urban Steakhouse and Tim Horton’s Fonthill for their support 
I in the 2014 Outdoor light Competition. 


The Village of Fenwick celebrated its 160"' Anniversary in June 2013. Now you 
have the opportunity to be a part of Fenwick's future. Purchase a granite 
brick to be incorporated into the downtown Fenwick Beautification Project. 

Standard, double, veteran's and corporate bricks are available. Visit 
pelham.ca for details or come in to Town Hall (20 Pelham Town Square, Fonthill). 


Fenwick 
Commemorative 
Bricks 

J 


Calling all students (who are between the ages of 15-30 and 
returning to school in September 2015)! The Town of Pelham 
is accepting resumes for a number of exciting summer 
opportunities! 

Visit pelham.ca/career-opportunities for more details & 
please remember to apply for a]l the positions you may be 
interested in. 

Deadline is Friday, January 30, 2015. 


Pelham • Vibrant • Creative • Caring 
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COMMUNITY 

Crime doesn’t pay; Crime Stoppers does 


encrypted information ca 
not be tracked. 

“We don't i 


noney paid to Crime Stop- Tali* 


pers of Niagara tipste 


that the 
operates wholly on the 
dition of anonymity, fellow 


Callers ar „ 

tifying number that they can 
use to provide additional 
tips at a later date, to check 
in on how their information 
panned out, and whether as 
a result of their tip reward 
money is waiting. 

The number is also written 
on-Drofit on an enve *°P e containing 
r( j reward money if awarded, 

typically left at a partnering 
nr reminuers bank, and is claimed by the 
-reporting tool U P st f simply by citing that 
,, °_ number. No questions asked. 


number. No questions asked. 
More than $76,800 in 
reward money 

".“.v;: CRIMEI‘1 ~ 
STOPPERS Kr.-.s 


that guaran- 

also add to why they're not 
picking up their money,” she 

“Some of the tipsters are 
calling in information on 
their neighbours, their fam¬ 
ily, their friends, and they 
may fear that they're going to 

be peopTewho do provide tips ™ th the messa ® e t0 ensure 

tn Primp Qtnnnprs arp thncp ^ ® received. 


_ since the Nia¬ 
gara Crime 
Stoppers was 
formed in 1985. 

People can report crime 
via the popular 1-800-222- 
TIPS phone number, sent 
through a secure form at 
www.niagaratips.com or by 
texting 274637 (CRIMES) 
with the word NIAGARA 


to Crime Stoppers are those 
reluctant to call police " 
who don't really wan 
involved, but feel they m 
When they contact Crime 


Tips have included infor- 
to get mation about murder, rob- 
nust bery, rape, assaults, drug and 
firearm offences. 

Stoppers, nothing is known ‘ ^ 

about them at the other end . 

of the phone line, or compu- about t0 ha PP en ' and a b° ut 
ter terminal P witnesses who may not have 

"are ships any iden- come fo ™ ard P°““ ~ 
tifier about the tiplter - not just about perpetrators. 


pnone numbers, caller 
names, IP addresses. The 


See CRIME STOPPERS on Page 9 



Three of the members of the volunteer board for Crime Stoppers of Niagara: From the top, Ernie Sibbett, Claude Tremblay and 
Maria Izzo. 


® Welland 

AUTO CENTRE 

HONDAWELLAND.CA 

905 - 735-71 51 


$15,988 OR $172.42 Bl-V 
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ICRIME STOPPERS 


Tipster reward money goes 
unclaimed in Niagara, despite 
assurances of anonymity 


“Behind fingerprints and 
DNA, Crime Stoppers is 
the best method of solving 
crime,” Tremblay says, citing 
the Canadian Association of 
Police Chiefs’ position. 

To back that up, Trem¬ 
blay points to Niagara statis¬ 
tics available since the early 
1990s — not to its earliest 
years — that show more than 
1,900 arrests have been made 
as a result of Crime Stoppers, 
more than 3,404 cases have 
been cleared, more than $5.9 
million worth of property has 

than $30.7 million in drugs 

“The program works,” 
Tremblay says. 

“The people who provide 
us this information can never, 
ever be called to testify,” he 
says of a statute handed down 
by the Supreme Court of Can¬ 
ada in 1977. 

Similar protection is not 
afforded to confidential 
informants to police, who 
could be subpoenaed by the 


or herself to Crime Stopper 
referred to police, who coul 

informant status. 

The first Crime Stoppei 




ees field calls then relay them 
through the police budget. 


But Crime Stoppers, says 
Tremblay, is an independent 

“We're not associated with 
the police at all — we’re com¬ 
pletely detached,” he says. 






LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ 

PelhamNews 


HOW TIP-REPORTING 
METHODS WORK 


Phone tips 

Tips are received at the 
local Crime Stoppers tips line 

The phone is not tied in to 
a broader phone system, it 
does not subscribe to caller 
ID, and conversations are not 
recorded. 

Appropriate law 
enforcement receives the 
information, be it regional 
police, Natural Resources 
Ministry officers or another 


Online tips 

This unique system 
allows the tipster to come 
back and provide additional 
information at any time 
and provides the ability for 
feedback to the tipster. 

Text tips 

Crime Stoppers receives 
only the content of the text 
message and a Tipster ID 
assigned by software. Crime 
Stoppers will be able to reply 
back without knowing your 
true identity or cellphone 


money payments and Crime amount of the 
Stoppers initiatives. — a sum not 

On the reward side of tipster before i 
things, law enforcement the money go 
investigators will report back after six mon 



IsiEI 


Richard I 

Brown I 


CONTACT 

CRIME 

STOPPERS 

24/7 


Phone: 1-800-222-8477 
(1-800-222-TIPS) 

E-mail tips@vaxxine.com 
Website www. 



1,900 arrests made 
3,404 cases cleared 
$76,800 rewards paid 
$5,903,160 property 
recovered 

$30,767,520 drugs seized 


crimestoppersofniagara. 

C °Text: 274637 (CRIMES) 
with “NIAGARA” in the 


amount—the first that comes 
to mind in recent year's mem¬ 
ory, Tremblay says. Details 
can not be shared. 


back to Crime Stoppers from 
the pickup point, but can be 
claimed beyond that time 
period by reactivating the 

Unclaimed rewards in 2014 
include the maximum $2,000 


picking up the phone to make 



Twitter: @GregAtTheTrib 


|g|W| | RBC Financial Planning 



Ian McCall, PFP 

Financial Planner 

289 - 213-3779 

ian.mccall@rbc.com 


Define Retirement YourWay. 
Start the Conversation Today. 


Advice you can bank on" 


Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal 
Mutual Funds Inc. (RMFI). RMFI, RBC Global Asset Management Inc., Royal 
Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and The Royal Trust 
Company are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. RMFI is 
licensed as a financial service- : - ‘ L - gr— 


ed as a financial services firm in theprovince of Quebec. 

' Trademark^) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are 


der licence. 
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Councillor apologizes to police chief 


obtained by QMI Agency Nia- accomplish two things 
gata. would stop the integrity 

“Councillor Petrowski, be missioner, and would 
advised that I accept your probably! 
apology and retraction and T ' 


R0BH0ULE accepted. Regional Police Chief Jeff 

QMI Agency Niagara Regional councillor Andy McGuire for comments the St. closed, McGuire wrote. 

-Catharines politician wrote in Regional councillors recendy 

an e-mail that was copied to a elected Petrowski as 
number of other people. 


Apology extended, apology g J^ 


x „ i cleaner slate 

for me to start the 

consider the matter to be police board." 

—-- a telephone voicemail 

left with McGuire was not 
returned. 

However, the chief did < 


was started by a Niagara resi¬ 
dent asking regional council¬ 
lors to publicly give their opin¬ 
ion regarding an NRP officer 
term of who pleaded guilty to assault- 
i photographer in 2012 but 
still a member of the police 



three region representatives to 
the police services board, a fact 
he said Wednesday afternoon Agency Niagara. 

, J -bearing on his deci- “ T ’-“ 


and complete apology 
and retraction of, my e-n*„** 
dated Sept 9,2014," Petrowski sion to apologize. 

' ‘ e-mail to McGuire Whilehesaidh 

ined by QMI McGuire s complaint needed provided a copy of todays apol- 
to be filed, "I could have proba- ogy and retraction," McGuire 
The e-mail was copied to bly approached my issue differ- wrote, 
regional politicians, NRP dep- ently. I want to 


ally included the police chief, 
QMI who told the resident due proc- 
v ess had been followed regard- 

"I have accepted the apology ing the officer in question. 


uty chiefs and Niagara Regional * e police board term with a 


in the process of noti¬ 
fying the integrity commis¬ 
sioner that I am withdrawing 


In on 

chain that followed, Petrowski 
wrote to the resident and 
accused McGuire of interfer¬ 
ing "behind the scenes with 
an important in-camera deci¬ 
sion which has been ratified by 


after inventory 

CLEARANCE! 

every department up to 

60% Off 


BEST SELECTION INTEREST FREE 

IN-STOCK FOR JL FINANCING 

IMMEDIATE W FOR 

DELIVERY 6 MONTHS* 


seven showrooms of 

EXCEPHONAL SAVINGS! 

with friendly home furnishings advice 
from our qualified professional Design Staff! 


— SAVE 40% 


Petrowski — who has been my complaint, having received That comment was the bi 

inappro- the subject of a handful of the apology and retraction. We for McGuire’s complaint 


SAVE $1000’s! 

on one-of-a-kind handmade tugs! 

|( rithi is I— liflgssii 


integrity commissioner com- 
irely unacceptable man- plaints, all of which were dis- 
. I retract the e-mail and also missed with the exception of 
ee that all recipients on that one * e commissioner said was 

dnal e-mail be advised of not within his purview — said 
}• the apology was also offered to 

toaskthat save taxpayer dollars. 

“I believe it’s more impor- 
t to stop wasting tax dollars 
an integrity commissioner 


i agree that the matter is 
now closed and I will not be 
making any further comment 

Petrol 


Petrowski' 

McGuire withdraw a complaint 

filed with Niagara Region integ- 


: George Rust report and er 



the e-mail that was s 

ject of the complaint when fortable with tl 
first contacted mid- after- made and I wanl 
noon Wednesday. However, Petrowski said, 
a copy of it was obtained by "I think there's integrity m< 
the police QMI Agency Niagara later that ing forward, past this issue, a 

not discussing the specifics of 


! apology I 


lil in qi 


thee 


T believe an apology would among a chain of messages that thei? 

■ MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 


Gale says councillors ‘prostitutes for money’ 


ROB HOULE 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Cashing in on a program they acknowl¬ 
edge is bad for all provincial taxpayers makes 
regional politicians "prostitutes for the 
money," a councillor says. 

Niagara Region's corporate services com¬ 
mittee endorsed a plan last Wednesday that 
would see the regional government enter 
into MicroFIT agreements with the province 
to sell it electricity generated from solar panel 
installations on 16 region buildings. 

A staff report says the region can expect its 
$553,000 outlay for the installation to yield 
"an average return on investment of 8% over 
the 20-year agreements with a nine-year pay¬ 
back period.” 

While the anticipated profit was acknowl¬ 
edged as a solid investment for Niagara, many 
' ‘ :al of MicroFIT 


BARRICK CHAIR 

Prior to the first corporate services 
committee meeting of the new council. 
Port Colborne Coun. David Barrick 
was elected chair, beating Pelham 
Mayor Dave Augustyn in a 15-6 vote. St. 
Catharines Coun. Andy Petrowski was 
voted vice-chair, defeating Augustyn 
13-7. 

A motion presented by Niagara Falls 
Coun. Selina Volpatti asking that the 
committee have co-chairs was passed, 
meaning Petrowski, upon approval by 
regional council, will become co-chair. 

The chairs of standing committees 
receive an annual stipend of $2,000. 


and the Green Energy Act, which they blamed 
for skyrocketing electricity bills. 

Niagara Falls Coun. Bob Gale was frus¬ 
trated the Region was in a position to gain auvaI 11( WCUJUOluepaynIi , ULlluluulil 
'£SSSSS^ZZ& pockets. This way, something does come back 


will support the program. It’s obvious we have 
to take advantage of it, because others will if 

“If we don’t make our best efforts to take 
advantage ofit,we'djust be paying out ofboth 


electricity is used as bait to lure industry 


this, but...’ We all know what's ■ 
said. “I'm new at this, but I see d 
a waste here of money that we're all paying 

into, it’s gone on for years and no one’s going MBS , aIluulcI11 

t° ““P'am' but everybody is going to jump it ? a 4 tofaconundnmL » 


Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs said, “I’m strug¬ 
gling with this one, because I do see the finan¬ 
cial benefit to the region. But I’m concerned. I 
just had a constituent set up an appointment 
with me to discuss what the township and 
the Region are doing to address the increas¬ 
ing hydro rates, and then here we sit today. So 


"This is so wrong it isn’t funny. I’m going 
to support it like everybody else, but we’re all 
prostitutes for the money.” 

St. Catharines Coun. Bruce Timms said, "I 


Fort Erie Coun. Sandy Annunziata said the 
Green Energy Act was not good for the prov¬ 
ince as a whole, but was supportive of the 
Region's solar projects because of the return 
on investment. 
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BREWERIES 


Glass half empty on Beer Store announcement 


KARENA WALTER 

QMI Agency Niagara 


Craft breweries in Niagara 
had more questions on tap 
than answers last Wednes¬ 
day about The Beer Store's 
surprise announcement it 
will open up ownership to all 
Ontario breweries. 

The announcement — 
which comes after repeated 
criticism of the private, for- 
eign-owned Beer Store's near¬ 
monopoly — was “out of left 
held,” said one brewer. 

“It is a complete and utter 
surprise to us," said Matthew 
Swan, co-owner of Silver¬ 
smith Brewing Co. in Niagara- 


“A whole lot of details would 
need to be worked out” 

The Beer Store said 
Wednesday that small Ontario 


stock two of their products at 
the five Beer Store locations 
closest to their brewery for 

They will also be able to 
stock those two products at 
other stores beyond the clos- 

The company's shareholder 
agreement is also changing, 
allowing breweries with Beer 
Store sales under five million 
litres a year to get a preferred 
share in the company for 
$100. Those breweries with 
sales over five million litres a 
year will pay $1,000 for a pre¬ 
ferred share. 

by three multinationals — 
Anheuser-Busch, Molson 
Coors and Sapporo. 

“As a result of these changes 



all Ontario brewers will be 
able to participate in the man¬ 
agement of the company and 
the smallest Ontario brew¬ 
ers will get improved oppor¬ 
tunities to grow their sales 
volumes at a significantly 
reduced cost,” Beer Store 
president Ted Moroz said in a 

The three current owners of 
the Beer Store will continue 
to dominate the new board, 
holding 12 of the 15 seats. 

Silversmith's Swan said 

address the biggest issue on 
the table for small breweries 
— getting beer into the hands 
of consumers in an equitable 

He said Ontario’s system is 
a dinosaur and the province’s 
decision to grant multination¬ 
als a monopoly to sell beer is 
baffling. 


“Our major competitors 
are the largest multinational 
beer companies in the world 
who own The Beer Store, so 
there are still some issues that 
would have to be worked out 
for our ideal situation to arise,” 
Swan said. 

“It's out of left field, and not 
a lot of information.” 

Cian MacNeill of Niagara 
Oast House Brewery in Nia- 
gara-on-the-Lake said craft 
breweries want to see a fun¬ 
damental change in the way 
Ontario distributes beer. 

he said “blindsided" them, is 
far from that. 

“It might be a small step 
in the right direction, but we 
would certainly like as much 

as is entitled to the big guys,” 
MacNeill said. 

The idea of being able to 


put their product in the five 
closest Beer Stores for no list¬ 


ing fees could be a benefit to 
a rural brewery like Oast in 
reaching urban areas of Nia¬ 
gara, he said. 

Ideally, he said, craft brew¬ 
eries would like their products 
showcased the way they want 
in the markets they want to be 




Brimstone Brewing Co. in 
Ridgeway, said he was skepti- 


"My initial gut reaction is 
it's a litde bit knee-jerk and it 
may very well be designed to 
quell complaints from brew¬ 
ers in the province by giving 
them ownership," said Daigle. 

"It's been heating up a lot 


so, and suddenly there's this 


bit skeptical." 

opened in 2013, hasn't been in 

and pricing requirements. If 
those requirements change, 
he said, they would be happy 
to look at it because the brew¬ 
ery is in a growing phase. 

beer out to the public.” 

Currently, most craft brew¬ 
eries sell their beer at their 
:s, ill bars ar 

LCBO. 

Local brewers echoed the 
Brewers, which said in a state- 
came as a "complete surprise” 


Association chair Cam 
Heaps said in a press release 
the association was not con¬ 
sulted by The Beer Store. 
“Our goal continues to 



market potential,” he said in a 



in the wake of increased criti¬ 
cism about The Beer Store. 


In August, the C.D. Howe 

a Strange Brew: The Need 
for More Competition in 
Ontario's Alcoholic Bever¬ 
age Retailing System, recom¬ 
mended the province elimi¬ 
nate The Beer Store's “quasi¬ 
monopoly.” 

An expert panel reviewing 

meanwhile, recommended 
last fall the private sector 
monopoly be left in place 
to maintain a cost-effective 
delivery system, but that craft 
breweries be given greater 
opportunities to expand their 
business. 

Susie Heath, a spokesman 
for Finance Minister Charles 
Sousa, said the government 
asset advisory council will 
continue looking at the LCBO 
and Beer Store. 

“The advisory council will 
consider this announcement 
in the context of its work,” 
Heath said in an e-mail. 

- with files from QMI Agency 
karena.walter@sunmedia.ca 



If you are in the market for a new or quality 
certified pre-owned vehicle now is the 
time to be one of the first 200 people to 

purchase or lease a vehicle. * % 

mav win (1 of 3). $1000 cash prizes!* * 
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LOCALNEWS 


GAS PRICES: Cheaper fuel has drivers filling up closer to home 


Getting relief at the pumps 


ALISON LANGLEY 

QMI Agency Niagara 
With gas prices sitting below $1 





www.dentistwelland.com 

167 Riverside Drive, Welland 


Besma Family Dental Centre 905 734 9214 


Dr. Rashid And Associates 


HOSPITAL DENTAL CARE 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


JM Schneider 

Old Fashioned HsrniYw 
Blue Ribbon Bologna 

Fresh Deli Sliced 


Maple Leaf Prime Air Chilled 

Chicken Thighs or 
Chicken Drumsticks 

Family Pack 


Fresh totyw/k ■ 

Premium Sweet^f 
Seedless Oranges 

Product of USA 


Fresh Large Size 

Red Peppers 

Product of Israel 


Europe’s Best 

Frozen Fruit 

J Assorted Varieties 


' 500-600g 


12/16x1 OOg 


8.80/kg 


White 


Wonder 


8.80/kg 



Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
! see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 16 through Thursday Jan. 22,2015 


FRI 

16 


SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 
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LOCALNEWS 


FOOD: Celebrity chef preises Nisgsrs 




CALL: 1-866-249-1755 km 


Chef Michael Smith 
packs’em in at festival 




$50,000 lottery 
winner from Port 


may very well not be safe and be too thin for 
recreational purposes. 

With many factors affecting ice thickness 
and the unpredictability of water and weather 
conditions, there is no sure way to guarantee 
the safety or thickness of ice. 

The best way to stay safe? Stay off the ice. 

WRCC is also reminding people - read, 
snowmobilers - that unauthorized use 
of motorized vehicles is prohibited on the 
waterway at all t mes, frozen or not. 

Women’s Place seeks directors 
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The Adoptables webisodes debut 


Lincoln County Humane Society's Britney Boston and Tribune reporter 
Maryanne Firth look over Paddy, a four-year-old shih tzu poodle that was on the 
debut webisode of The Adoptables, Wednesday. Paddy and Freddy, a second 
dog that was on the show, were both adopted within hours of the program 
launch. The full episode is available to watch on the three Niagara daily 
newspaper websites. New episodes will air every week. 





2015 OUTBACK 2.5i 


lr *31,276 ■*, 


SYMMETRICAL ^=**>1**^ 



Visit Subaru of Niagara or subaruofniagara.ca for m 


9 SUBARU 
NIAGARA 


905 934-7829 | 375 Lake St | St. Cathar 


jofniagara.c 
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ENTERTAINMENT: Politicians bid to bring The Tonight Show to Niagara Falls 


LOCALNEWS 



Tf Mike 

Knapp i- u 


1 1-888-747-3541 

WWW.miKEKNAPPFORD.COM 
607 NIAGARA STREET WELLAND 


A i a ^ ^ 84 MONTHS 

SilD 1111 FINANCING 
VUK I II I 4.24% OAC 

JUbUU $3,000 trade in 

VALUE OR EQUAL 

PER WEEK + HST cash down 

■ All REBATES ASSIGNED TO DEALER ■ VEHICLE PRIONS BASED ON FACTORY ORDER ■ LICENSES AND TAXES EXTRA ■ OFFER VALID UNTIL JANUARY 31ST Z015 



Jimmy Fallon and Nicole Kidman discussed, among other things, New Year's Eve in 
Niagara Falls during The Tonight Show. Kidman's husband Keith Urban headlined 
the show at Queen Victoria Park. 


Mayors extend invite to Jimmy Fallon 



JUNE 2015: Baywatch, Knight Rider star confirmed 

The Hoff heading to Comic Con 
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LOCAL IEWS 


□ THEATRE: Canalside Players host mystery fundraiser dinner 

Valentine’s Day script calls for murder 




ENJOY YOUR 
NEWSPAPER 

COMBO 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$3.25 

A WEEK! 

26 WEEKS 

OF HOME DELIVERY 

FOR ONLY 

$84.00! 


GET HOME DELIVERY OF 

iTHEiTRIBUNE 
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r Classifieds 

pelhamnews.ca/classifieds 


Make a free call and talk to a trained quit specialist. 1-877-513-5333 ^j^smokors HELPLINE 

CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY 


I Clock Repairs 

AH makes and models, guaranteed 
workmanship, pick-up and deliverj 
specializing in 
Grandfather clocks. 

(905)935-1962 


MS 


THE WELLAND TRIBUNE IS 

LOOKING FOR 
FLYER CARRIERS IN 
THE FONTHILL AREA 


Jail 1-905-735-5748 


CALL US FIRST TO SELL IT FAST! 


business! 

directory 

f!3i§§ 

if 

fa 

thousand yards^of^w 

Ca for$389. r R?(» iinc?™ 
STEVE a 905-682?320 


WHEN IN DOUBT 
CHECK IT OUT! 


BBB 

Better Business Bureau 
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WEEKLY 


WEEKLY 


IONDAWELLAND.CA 


* 1 7 I Canada’s 

r* i \i i g+ \ best ' sellin 8 car 
CIYIC M7 years in a row 


2015 CIVIC DX 


1.9 


NEW 

2015 CR-V LX 




LOOKING TO 
CHANGE YOUR 
ADDRESS? 


Wj Welland | | CLASSIFIEDS 


REAL 


ESTATE 




















luMlEfficient 


TOTAL CASH GIVEAWAY 

Starting Jan 1,2015 when you purchase or lease a New or 
rprtifipd Prp-Ownpd vphirlp vnu will opt to «p|prt a numhpr 


filled & you do not have to be pr 


915 Niagara St., Welland, ON 

ph. 905-735-3690 • fx. 905.735.0507 
1-866-980-3139 

www.davidchev.com • www.davidchevpreowned.com 
Ieads@davidchev.com 
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Remember, we will buy your vehicle even if you decide not to buy ours! 


m 









































































